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Building Elecraft K2 #4948
START DATE 28 MAY 2005

Man! What a box of GOODIES this is.

After updating the manual from the ERRATA sheet. I began the parts inventory.
After four hours plus I completed the inventory.

I found that I was missing a "FRONT PANEL" switch (  E640005 ) and a 5.1 M ohm 
1/8w resistor ( E500086 ) used w/L33.

Also seems to be a subsitution on E570004 LCD Backlight Assy and E570003 4
charactor 7 seg dislay WITH E850068 as the pictures and parts look the same?? I

fired off an email to Scott at Elecraft this morning and those parts should be arriving
soon. I used my scanner to take a great portion of these pictures.

Front View of the blank Control Panel PCB

Front View of the completed Control Panel PCB

Rear view of the blank Control Panel PCB,
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Rear view of the completed Control Panel PCB,

Assembly of K2 #4948 has begun with the Control Panel PCB. Starting with the first 
segment on page 14 and will end with the resistance checks on page 21. Here are those

resistance checks.

Total assembly time on the Control PCB was 6.5 hours

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Front View of the blank Front Panel PCB
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Front view of the completed Front Panel PCB

Rear view of the blank Front Panel PCB,

Rear view of the completed Front Panel PCB,

Assembly of Front Panel PCB. Starting with the first segment on page 22 and ended
with the resistance checks on page 28. 
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Here are those resistance checks. Assembly time on the Front Panel PCB was 5.5
hours so far Front Panel Final assembly on pages 29-32 completed.
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Photos of Front Panel. Front and Rear views. Total assembly time so far 12 hours

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Here is the RF PCB, it is next.

Top view of the blank Main RF Panel PCB

Bottom view of the blank Main RF Panel PCB,
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Working through the RF Board Assembly Part I. Completed pages 33-37 and
completed the resistance checks on page 37.

A couple of hours working on this portion bring the total build time to 14 hrs. Looks
like a couple of more pages before I get to the real honest to goodness SMOKE TEST

on page 42.

Alignment and Test, Part I. Page 42.

It seems to be going okay. Man! What a thrill to see "ELECrAFt" show in the display
and hear those relays clicking.
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By The Way. Smoke test Failed as no smoke was released [g]... .

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Assembly Part II

I only install one maybe two components at a time and it increases my assembly time.
On this Phase I have exceeded 24 hours over 5 days. Assembly Part II finished. Total

time to date 38 hours + or - 1 hr

Top view of Part II
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RF Main PCB and a Bottom view of Part II
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RF Main PCB 

The Assembly Part II resistance checks are here.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
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Alignment and Test, Part II

Assembling K2 #4948 prior to the Alignment and Test of Part II

Rf PCB ready to be enclosed.

Side panels added To RF PCB
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Front Panel installed. Thats the Face of the K2

Bottom of RF PCB
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control PCB installed on the back of the Front panel

Front Bottom Cover installed
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Displaying the face of the K2
On Power up it spells "ELECrAFt" Neat!

Alignment and Test, Part II Completed. Everthing checked out within specifications
Total building time to date 41 hours + or - 1 hr and two more Phases to go.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Assembly Part III, Complete

Assembly Part III finished. Since today was my day off I was able to devote all my 
time to the K2 AFTER my errands were completed. I was able to work 9 hours on it

today. Total time to date 50 hours + or - 1 hr

Top view of RF Main PCB 
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A Bottom view of Part III
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RF Main PCB The Assembly Part III resistance checks are here.

All that remain is Alignment and Test, Part III and the Alignment and Test, Part III

It's finished and operational well almost I messed up a part for 20m but it will be 
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remedied in due time. 60 hours total assembly time. Thanks in large part to Mychael
Morohovich AA3WF ( The Toroid Guy) I purchased his 'roid pack ( it saved me at

least 20 hrs of assembly time) for the K2. If I had to wind those 'roids K2 #4948 might
have ended up in the recycle can [g]. Final Assembly was just installing the speaker

and external speaker jack. I salute the folks at Elecraft for their fine line of Amatuer
Equipment that I will enjoy operating for a long time to come.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Now to install some options in my K2 #4948.

First the K160RX option. Installed May 2005.

Next the KAT2 Auto Tuner Installed May 2005.

Then the KSB2 Sideband option. installed August 2005.

A KNB2 Noise Blanker. Santa brought Christmas 2005

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

72/71 de "RC" KC5WA

K1-2 #1949, KX1 #1056, K2 #4948


